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Cairo has for centuries been recognized as one of the great cities of the world, and this anthology

brings together travelers' descriptions of it over the centuries-from the comments of Herodotus to

those of Julian Huxley. Perhaps more than anything else in the city, the wonderful mosques with

their tall minarets have been admired and written about over the centuries by such travelers as the

Frenchman Pierre Loti, the economist Harriet Martineau, and the travel writer Michael Haag. This

anthology gathers together the excitement of arriving in the great city either up the Nile or across the

desert, the experience of the crowded-but courteous-streets and colorful bazaars with their passing

processions. With the travelers we enter the hotels, climb to the historic Citadel, and look out

towards-and then visit-the Pyramids and Sphinx on the other side the Nile.Cairo, like all cities, has

changed. One is now more likely to be pushed aside by a motorbike or taxi than by a donkey or

camel, but the beauty of history is still there. One can visit a hammam, buy crafts in the bazaars,

and, with this book in hand, more fully appreciate the experience.The travelers went beyond the city

too, to Heliopolis, and the Pyramids and Sphinx-those vast monuments that are in reality always

larger and more extraordinary than one can believe. We can no longer clamber up the Pyramids, so

the descriptions of Edward Lane and other travelers doing just that in a bygone age are even more

precious.About the series: The elegant, pocket-sized volumes in the AUC Press Anthology series

feature the writings and observations of travel writers and diarists through the centuries. Vivid and

evocative travelers' accounts of some of the world's great cities and regions are enhanced by the

exquisite vintage design in small hardback format that make the books ideal gift books as well as

perfect travel companions. Designed on cream paper stock and beautifully illustrated with line

drawings and archival photographs.
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Deborah Manley is the co-editor of Traveling through Egypt: From 450 B.C. to the Twentieth

Century (AUC Press, 2004), Traveling through Sinai: From the Fourth to the Twenty-first Century

(AUC Press, 2006), and Traveling through the Deserts of Egypt: From 450 B.C. to the Twentieth

Century (AUC Press, 2009).

Beautiful book ! It is small in size but is packed with wonderful excerpts from those who have

traveled through and around Cairo 200 + years ago. The paper is what I would call lavish and it

makes you think of papyrus. Adore the book!

This is a very nice, very small (6.5 x 0.8 x 5 inches; 160pp) book and would make a nice gift for

someone interested in the topic. The selections are very short, there are some line drawings as well

as a list of resources. I did not pay close attention to size and had assumed it was a much larger,

more comprehensive publication.
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